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Winter is in full swing and we're just now wrapping up the Fall

newsletter. We are continuously bringing new programs to the center

to enrich the community, so we are very busy!

 

This quarter we brought another traveling exhibit and enhanced it

with a large portion of the exhibit being created    in-house. We

celebrated with a wonderful premiere event which included guest

speakers, education, food and fun.

 

We also brought in the musical comedy act Parlor in the Round. It

was a new experience for Wrangell and very well received!
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Facility Facelift
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Friends of the Museum

The Friends of the Museum supports the
activities and acquisitions of the Wrangell
Museum through advocacy, fundraising,

special programming and activities.
Foremost will be efforts to maintain the
stability and preservation of Wrangell's

history, secure grants, promote a volunteer
program and join in the partnership with the

Wrangell Museum and its staff.

NOLAN CENTERWelcome

Many thanks to John & Zach Taylor
for making the building look new again!



September  2019 Vol  1  Issue  21

This Quarter The Nolan Center Museum teamed up with the Alaska State Museum to construct a spectacular exhibit

that is specific to Wrangell's past.

 

In the early to mid 1900's sailing boats and steamships were the main mode of transportation to and from Alaska.

Due to lack of technology for marine weather forecasts and proficient distress calls traveling by water came with a

risk of peril. During that time Wrangell was dubbed the safe harbor and was a sought out destination for ships to

port to get out of rough elements. 

 

The exhibit features 4 ships embarking or destined for Wrangell that all ended in wreckage. The Nolan Center

Museum formed the storyboards for S.S. Princess Kathleen, S.S. Mariposa and The Bengal. The Alaska State

Museum sent on loan their interactive exhibit for S.S.  Princess Sophia, together with objects from our collection

created Wrangell Remembers...Shipwrecks Close To Home. 

 

Wrangell Remembers...
Shipwrecks Close to Home

1908-1952
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MUSEUMTraveling Exhibit
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Exhibit Grand Opening
The Wrangell Remembers...Shipwreck Close To
Home exhibit opened to the public on November
8th. The evening took weeks of preparation from
staff, The Friends of the Museum and guest
speakers Mike Kurth & Gig Decker. The exhibit
premier sprawled throughout the facility with
appetizers in the lobby, a video presentation in
the small theater, display cases lining the hallway,
and free admission to the museum. The Civic
Room was filled with people eager to hear Mike
and Gig talk about their rare diving experiences
and vast knowledge of the featured ships. 

 

MUSEUMTraveling Exhibit



Sept. 2020, Vol 1 Weekly Newsletter for Teachers in El Dorado County

 
On June 21, 1934, Nolan was appointed U.S. deputy marshal and served in that office for more than
eleven years. In 1941, the Nolans purchased the Wrangell Drug Store. On one upper shelf the Nolans
displayed their collection of Russian brass samovars.Several are currently on display in the Museum.
Nolan started his political career serving on the City Council for four years. In the spring of 1946,
Nolan filed for the House of Representatives and received the top vote of the 12 candidates in the
Democratic primary. In the fall he placed second to a woman Republican for one of the eight First
Division seats in the 1947 session of the Territorial legislature.
He was again elected to the House in 1948. In the 1950 election Nolan moved up to one of the two
Southeast Alaska seats in the Senate, and again won a seat in 1954 serving in four sessions of the
Senate. In 1955 he was also elected to serve as a member of the Constitutional Convention,
preparatory to Alaska achieving statehood. After statehood, however, he did not again seek a seat in
the Legislature. It may be that, for an independent businessman, the  demands were too heavy. The
Territorial legislature met every other year with a strict time limit of 60 days. The State sessions were
every year and at that time had no time limit on duration.
James Nolan died on October 24, 1991 at the age of 90. He and Elsie set up an endowment to fund
activities in Southeast from the interest. After a number of years, the principal was bequested to fund
the center that now bears Elsie’s and James’ name.
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James Nolan
James Nolan came to Wrangell in 1920 and made this
his home for the remainder of his life. As a public
servant, he served on the city council and represented
Wrangell in both the House and Senate of the Alaska
Legislature.
Born in Boston on June 23, 1901, he spent his school
years in that city. His first job was with American Can
Company as a lithographer producing salmon labels,
but after three and a half years he came to Wrangell in
September 1920 to visit an uncle. He never returned
to the East Coast.
His first Alaskan job was with Vermont Marble
Company at its Tokeen quarry on the west coast of
Prince of Wales Island. He then worked at various
jobs until 1924 when he opened an ice cream and
confectionery business with a short-order lunch room.
He played baseball in his spare time. On July 19,
1924, he married Miss Elsie Sylvester, a member of a
long-established Wrangell family.

MUSEUMSpotlight
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A Glimpse of Wrangell in the 1910s

MUSEUMLobby Displays

An exhibit based on the 1910s decade was rolled
out in our fall season.  It was designed to
compliment the special shipwreck display found
in a nearby room.  Topics covered included
fashion, businesses, school segregation, and
World War I.  Public schools were divided into
separate Whites only and Native only systems
during this time. 
The situation was permanently changed by a
successful movement of Wrangell Native Alaskan
parents in 1923.  Photograph examples from
Wrangell Museum collection illustrated what
downtown looked like in several places.  One
photo included the Canadian Pacific Railway
Steamship dock area.  Two ship liners from this
company were remembered in the large
featured exhibit: Wrangell Remembers...
Shipwrecks Close to Home.  Wrangell was one of
their regular ports of call in those days.  A WWI
military tunic worn by a long-time Wrangell
resident added texture and interest.  A beautiful
portrait and personal objects belonging to a
young Wrangell woman of the era, also added
extra color and contrasts.
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Fall is a good time for one last
great vacation before winter. 
A new exhibit this season is
based on the idea of an
imagined vacation, perhaps
from the perspective of a
young boy.  Imagine him
being inspired by his favorite
hobby of currency collecting,
and exploring those far away
places and times.  He holds the
magnifying glass close and
dreams.
 
This exhibit features paper
currency, coins, and tokens
from around the world.  There
are distant times represented
such as the US Civil War, 
 Victorian Era, and early
1800s.  Far away places like
China, Argentina, and Israel
are displayed.  Closer to home
are trade tokens from
Wrangell beer halls,
canneries, and businesses. 
Many of these items were
found in our museum
donation box.  A gift from
anonymous visitors.  
 
Examining this exhibit lets us
all become world travelers,
inspired to learn more about
distant places of origin.

Currency Exhibit
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Relics from Wrangell Canneries was the
theme of a new display this fall.  It featured
bottles and pottery left by Chinese workers
during the early Alaska Packers Association
times.  There were salmon can labels from
that period, can-soldering tools, and cannery
trade tokens.  Shrimp cans reminded us that
abundant shrimp also ply our waters, and
once found their way into commercial cans. 
This exhibit was a great place to promote
the wonderful new book entitled Tin Can
Country, by Pat Roppel and Karen Hofstad,
edited by Anjuli Grantham.  This publication
explores the history of canneries in
Southeast Alaska and is available for
purchase in the Museum Gift Shop.  A salted
salmon roe shipping crate in the display
reminded us that fish processors sometimes
diverse into other specialty markets.  Chum
salmon eggs known as Ikura was exported
from Wrangell to Japan a few decades ago.
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Cannery Exhibit

Friends of the Museum

 

Michael Bania, the President of the
Friends of the Museum spearheaded a
display case which depicted nautical
objects representing the time period of
The Nolan Centers exhibit Wrangell
Remembers...Shipwrecks Close To Home.
These objects are not apart of The  Nolan
Center Museum collection but
generously borrowed from Kathy
Appleman, Olga Norris, Mike & Mary
Kurth and Micheal Bania's private
collection.  

MUSEUMLobby Displays



MUSEUMAccessions
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Each newsletter, the Wrangell Museum will feature a recent
donation or loan to our collection.  We were delighted to
receive a survey map from our friend and frequent donor,
Karen Hofstad of Petersburg. 
 
Her donation shows locations of the Alaska Garnet Mining &
Manufacturing Co., situated in Wrangell Recording District. 
 For all you mining buffs and garnet lovers, this is a fantastic
look at local history.  
 
The contour map created by J.L. McPherson of Seattle includes
a vicinity map of 5 different sites with names such as Ruby,
Garnet and Browne.  The mining company operated near
Wrangell during the early 1900’s.  

Donations

Karen Hofstad donated a wonderful map of Garnet Mining & Manufacturing Company.
Survey by J.L. McPherson.

Dawn A Rosenlund donated 2 beautiful Alaska Native Masks in shadow box made from
rawhide of caribou from Northern Alaska

Roger Hansen donated the book "Masonic Clubs of the District Territory and state of
Alaska."

An Anonymous donor delivered a box of miscellaneous photographs we might be
interested in, surprisingly there were some rare finds from the late 1800’s early 1900’s!
See Photo Archive(s) Article

Thank you to our generous donors this quarter:
 

 

 

 

Addition to our Collection
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The Anonymous Donor Box
Thank you so much for bringing this box to us! There are several gems we’re so happy to add to the

museum collection! A few of the great finds are featured below; these were included among many portraits
that have yet to be identified, and surely are family but not necessarily Wrangell related. The overall

contents seem to be related to the Case family.Wrangell Sentinel, June 12,
1919 Oscar Case Returns

Oscar Case returned on the City of Seattle yesterday from overseas to the delight of
his parents and many friends in Wrangell. Oscar was in Wyoming when war was
declared. Within less than a month he had joined the colors. From the date of his
enlistment his one desire was to get to France, but he was kept in training camp at
San Antonio, Texas for more than a year, and the war was nearly over before his wish
was realized. However, he reached Europe in time to be 45 days at the front. After the
signing of the armistice he was with the Army of Occupation in Germany for a short
time. During the past six months he has had enough experiences to keep his memory
busy for the rest of his life (Photo 1 - 2019.026.023)This photo, though

not 100% identification verified, might very
well be Oscar Case in uniform, taken while

in France - handwriting on photo only
included single word “France”

Wrangell Sentinel, April 8, 1938 Mrs. Case
Celebrates 40 Years In Wrangell

Seven o’clock last night marks the 40th year in Wrangell for Mrs. Emma Case. On April 7,
1898 the late T.J. Case arrived in Wrangell from Loring with his family and an entire
general merchandise store aboard the sawmill barge Garnet which was towed by the
old tug Alaska.“It was quite an adventure for us”, stated Mrs Case today, “I had been in
Wrangell when a little girl but my first sight of the town when we rounded Elephants
Nose was one of the most thrilling I have ever experienced”.“The sleepy little village had
been transformed as if overnight into a metropolis by the proposed route through
Wrangell and Telegraph Creek overland to the Klondike. The beach was white with tents
and when we landed the bard on the mudflats there was a bustle and hurry about
everything that only a boon town can possess.”At high tide Tom hired a crew of men to
unload the barge and build the store. My three small children and myself were installed
in a one-room shack and quite forgotten in the rush to open up the business. We were
lucky, indeed, to get the shack because there was a scarcity of permanent dwellings and
even businesses were carried on in tents. There were many tent saloons which stayed
open at all hours; there were tent meat markets and even real estate offices.“But forty
years is a long time to stay in one house,” she said, “even if the shack has been improved
and enlarged to include most of the modern conveniences. I don’t have to pack water
and sew by lamp light as in the old days, but I shall be glad when I can move into my
new house, even though it was not quite completed as had been planned, for the
celebration of the fortieth anniversary of my arrival here”

Photo 2 - 2019.026.002 -
This photo, is believed to be
Emma Case. There was no
information provided on the
photograph.

MUSEUMAccessions



TOTEM PARK DEDICATION CEREMONIES SET FOR JULY 2 
Wrangell Sentinel, June 25, 1987.

 
 
Dedication ceremonies will begin at 1pm at the site of the Kiksadi Totem Park, Dr. Walter

Soboleff, Tenakee, will act as NaaKaaNee for the ceremonies.
 

There will be several adoptions into clans conducted during the ceremony with plans for

giving of names to be held during the dinner that afternoon. Native dance groups from

Ketchikan an dJuneau have confirmed they will attend the celebration, other groups from

Southeast Alaska have also said they would like to be included in the ceremonies.
 

A dinner for all participants and guests is scheduled for the afternoon at the conclusion

of the dedication ceremonies. The dinner will be held at the SNO building on Front Street.

Native dancing will also be performed in the tribal house on Shakes Island on Friday, July

3, during the afternoon. All are welcome.
 

Carvers for the totem project were Steve Brown of Wrangell, Wayne Price of Haines and

Will Burkhart II of Sitka. Members of the local Cultural Heritage Committee are Margaret

Sturtevant, president; Olga Norris, vice president; Pat Ockert, secretary-treasurer; Carol

brady, Marge Byrd, Ed Churchill, Dawn Hutchinson, Alice Lehnert, Richard Rinehart, Dick

Stokes and Clint Sturdevant. Committee members represent the local Native

organizations and the Wrangell Museum.

Olgas Slides
We are still in the process of scanning the amazing Wrangell

slides donated by Olga Norris. Just a few subjects contained in

this collection include: Totem Park Dedication & Carvers, Totems

& Totem Repairs, Basket Weaving, 4th of July, Longshoreman,

Boats & Seiners, Alaska Marine Highway, Logging, Shakes Island,

Wrangell Fires and more local events several dating in the

1980’s.REPLICA TOTEM POLE CARVING, TOTEM PARK, TOTEM

PARK DEDICATION(There are over 400 slides including these

events. These are only a few of that collection)

*Accession number includes: 
4-Digit Year of donation, # of Donations that year, # of

items donated 0000-000-000
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Carvers:
Steve Brown, 
Wayne Price
Will Burkhart II, 
1984-1986

Each is selected by lightbox 
Assigned a *10-digit accession identification number
Scanned by transparency unit, made into a digital file,
named
Attached to relative accession file created for the
donor entered into Past Perfect Museum Software
Finally subject matter and slide information is entered

With over 17 large 3-ring binder(s) containing upwards of
500 slides per binder it has been an exciting but arduous
task of selecting, sorting and placing in sequential order

images that add historical value to the collection.  
 

To process a slide into our collection: 
 

1.
2.
3.

4.

5.

MUSEUMAccessions



When the days start to get shorter and temperatures
drop its the first sign that Fall is on its way. For most,
that means the hustle is over and its time to start taking
things a little bit slower...but not at The Nolan Center! 
 
This Fall The Nolan Center hosted numerous events to
help keep locals out of hibernation and promote
togetherness in the Community. 
 
October was filled with two annual events, the Wolves
Wrestling Halibut Dinner and KSTK's 3rd Annual
Halloween Bash. Plus, the theater got us into the
Halloween spirit with two free retro movie nights!
 
We started November off with the SSRAA Reception,
NRA Banquet, The Nolan Center's very own "Wrangell
Remembers Shipwrecks Close to Home"exhibit grand
opening, Harbor Lights Holiday Bazaar, Evergreen
Elementary Friendsgiving and a new event Parlor In
Round sponsored by The Nolan Center. 
 
December was all about holiday spirit! It was an honor to
host the Dove Tree Ceremony, Christmas Tree Lane, and
the Christmas Chorale. The Nolan Center also started a
new tradition with hosting Santa for Midnight Madness
and the Holiday Markets for local crafters and holiday
shoppers! Lastly we ended the year with a bang! The
Nolan Center rang in 2020 with a New Years Eve Murder
Mystery Masquerade Ball! 
 
 
 

FALL OF EVENTS
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EVENTSFall



Q: Why are you playing this movie two weekends in a row?

 

A: Anytime there is a large box office hit like Star Wars or a Disney

Movie there is a good chance the movie studio will make us show the

film two weeks in a row. The only way out of a two week showing is to

wait until the movie is no longer desirable in box office. 

 

Q: When you will play ______ movie?

 

A: A good rule of thumb is once a movie is released we have to wait 1

month until we are able to book it. Sometimes we get lucky and only

have to wait 3 weeks! 

 

Q: Why do you only play kids movies?

or

Why are you playing more adult movies then before?

 

A: We are always try to do new things at the theater and listen to

everyone's request. This Fall we play 8- PG movies, 2- PG-13 movies,

and 4 - R rated movies. This is in hopes of showing something for

everyone and also whats available at the time for booking. 

 

Q: Why cant you show more Matinees?

 

A: We would love to! Although do to staffing and a multitude of events

happening at The Nolan Center it makes it hard to do matinees

consistently. We hope to bring back double features this summer!    

 

Your questions and comments are always appreciated. Please let us

know if there is any movies you would like us to play. We will do our best

to book the movie!

 

 

 

IT Chapter 2

Abominable

Downton Abbey

Joker

The Addams Family

Zombieland Double Tap

Maleficent

Grinch

Midway

Frozen 2

A Beautiful Day in the

Neighborhood

Jumanji : The Next Level

Spies in Disguise

Star Wars: The Rise of Skywalker

 

ALWAYS LOOKING FOR

NEW STAFF!

Your Most Asked Questions
Answered!
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Movies we played

THIS Fall:

THE NOLAN CENTER THEATER PRESENTS:

The Nolan Center Theater is always growing

and looking for new employees!  The theater

is a great place for first time employment, a

way to make extra money or just a reason to

get out of the house on the weekends.

Applications can be found online at

Wrangell.com or at City Hall. 

THEATERHighlights
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South East Alaska 
A Photographic Passage

Father Ernest Manewal and Daughter Larisa
Manewal worked together to create Southeast

Alaska : A Photographic Passage. This
photographic book covers the culture, wildlife

& scenery of Southeast Alaska. Ernest and
Larisa's book was a popular seller this holiday

season with the books ability to bring
Southeast Alaska with you wherever you are. 

The Misadventures of Seldovia Sam is a four part chapter
book series following an 8 year old Alaskan boy named

Sam and his dog Neptune. Sam loves to adventure in
Alaska but usually finds himself in a little bit of trouble

along the way. This series is great for young readers 6 to 8
years old who are getting comfortable with reading on
their own and need a little adventure before bedtime. 

The Misadventures of Seldovia Sam

Gift Shop Spotlight
Southeast Alaska artist Amelia Mosher is the creator
behind Sexi Seaweed, a jewlery brand that is inspired by
the wild.  Sexi Seaweed is handcrafted with materials
based on their metaphysical properties, cultural
significance, and that which makes it distinctive and
unique. This Fall The Nolan Center started carrying a
wide variety of Sexi Seaweed earrings in the Gift Shop.

On October 23, 1918, a storm rose and
the Canadian Pacific steamer Princess
Sophia ran aground on Vanderbilt Reef,
northwest of Juneau, Alaska. Tragically,
there were no survivors. The 353 aboard
represented a significant cross-section
of the population of the Yukon and
Alaska, and their loss was a heavy blow
to a society that, with the end of the gold
rush, was already in decline. This book
tells the dramatic stories of many of the
passengers, how they had gone to the
north, what they did there, and why they
were leaving that fall, and sheds light on
a little-known aspect of Alaska's history.

The Sinking of the
Princess Sophia

GIFT SHOPFeatured Books



Friends of the Museum

Membership
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Name

Mailing Address

City, State, Zip

Phone Number

Email

 

Contact Information

Membership Options

A Note From the President...

Newsletter Issue 2

 

Where did the time go? It seemed that Thanksgiving, Solstice,

Christmas and the New Year came and went in a flash! Looking

back at that busy time, the Friends hosted the very well attended

Exhibition opening of the Shipwrecks of the Southeast on

November 8th. The food as usual was excellent and the crowd

looked pretty spiffy all dressed up. Several of the Friends lent

artifacts from the time period to be displayed in an exhibit case and

throughout the center. Kathy Appleman allowed us to display her

very beautiful ship’s lamp from her collection in the main Exhibit

Room and it remained lit during the duration of the Exhibit. A huge

thanks goes to all the Friend’s who provided food, linens, authentic

ocean liner flags, even a newly sewn replica of the flag from the

tragically doomed Princess Sophia and all who gave their time to

help stage the lobby of the Nolan Center. It was an exceptionally

exiting event. A special bonus was that Alaska Vistas made a very

handsome donation to the Friends of the Museum that was greatly

appreciated and will go toward future acquisitions.

 

The portable display unit, for which the Friends donated money in

September, finally arrived and was immediately put to use in

December during Christmas Tree Lane. The unit’s versatility

enabled the lobby to be transformed into a winter wonderland that

easily accommodated displaying the beautiful Christmas Tree

Skirts that were made by some of our very fine quilters here in

Wrangell.

 

Look for another creative use of the display unit in March when a

local quilt show of Wrangell’s talented quilters will open on March

5th! The money the Friends donated also provided for two protected

display units which have recently arrived and will greatly improve

our ability to safely display valuable artwork and artifacts. Our

thanks to the membership who have made all of this possible.

 

Also in March the Friends will hold an informational Wrangell

Gardening meeting for all of us who may need advice on growing

flowers, vegetables, shrubs and fruit trees in our unique Southeast

climate. We hope to have many of our local experts on hand to

answer questions and share their expertise and experiences.

Details to come. Hope to see you there!

 

Thanks to all of you and welcome to all of our new members.

Michael Bania, President of the Friends of the Museum.

 

 

If you're not already a
member, you might
consider this an invitation
to become a Friend of the
Wrangell Museum. 

INDIVIDUAL - $25

FAMILY - $50

CONTRIBUTOR - $100

BENEFACTOR - $500+

 
Payment Options

Send Membership Checks to:
Friends of the Wrangell Museum

P.O. Box 34
Wrangell, AK  99929

NOLAN CENTERFriends of the Museum



Upcoming Events

 

January

30th - Chamber Community Meeting - 6pm

 

February

1st - AARP Tax Aid - 1pm-5pm

1st - 2nd -  Movie: Star Wars - 7pm

4th - Gov. Dunleavy - 5pm - 8pm

8th - AARP Tax Aid - 1pm - 5pm

7th - 9th - Movie: Bad Boys For Life - 7pm

11th - Nick Hanson, Eskimo Ninja - 6pm

15th - AARP Tax Aid - 1pm - 5pm

15th - Chamber Dinner - 6pm

17th, 18th - Derek Peterson - 6pm

20th - Open House Honoring Elizabeth Peratrovich

21st - Movie: Dolittle - 7pm 

22nd - Movie: Dolittle - 1pm matinee

23rd - Movie: Dolittle - 7pm

22nd - AARP Tax Aid - 1pm - 5pm

27th - Friends of the Museum Quarterly Meeting - 6:30pm

27th - THRHA Tax Help

29th - AARP Tax Aid - 1pm - 5pm

29th - Men's Game Dinner 

 

March

2nd - Quilt Show

5th - Qulit Show Open House - 6:30pm

7th - AARP Tax Aid - 1pm - 5pm

14th - AARP Tax Aid - 1pm - 5pm

14th - Movie, Paper Tigers - 4pm

21st - AARP Tax Aid - 1pm - 5pm

24th - 25th T&H Central Council Conference

28th - AARP Tax Aid - 1pm - 5pm

30th - 31st - SEAPA Board Meeting
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NOLAN CENTERUpcoming Events


